Chains Chapter 5 Detailed Summary 

The ship Hartshorn arrives in New York City the next morning. Isabel and Ruth eat old biscuits for breakfast, and Isabel removes the worms before giving the food to Ruth. Soon after, Madam Lockton orders the girls to come up on deck.

When Isabel and Ruth reach the deck, they see a busy and crowded harbor. Sailors are unloading cargo, climbing the rigging, and moving goods across the ship. The dock is full of activity. Isabel notices many large brick and stone buildings and crowded streets. She also sees soldiers walking through puddles after a recent rain, carrying weapons and supplies. Some soldiers wear uniforms and muskets, while others build barricades.

The city is full of different people—workers, merchants, maids, and wealthy citizens. Isabel also notices many Black people, more than she had ever seen gathered in one place before.

Nearby, two vehicles arrive: a wagon and a beautiful carriage pulled by golden horses belonging to the Locktons. A sailor tells Isabel and Ruth to stay with the cargo marked “Lockton & Foote.”

However, the cargo cannot leave the dock because soldiers explain that all goods must be inspected by order of a revolutionary committee that controls the city. Madam Lockton becomes angry and refuses to allow her personal belongings to be searched.

At this moment a man named Mr. Bellingham, an official connected to the revolutionary government, arrives with soldiers and a clerk who records the cargo. He suspects Master Lockton of being a Tory, someone loyal to the British king during the American Revolutionary War. Bellingham warns that Lockton may be working with the British governor.

Master Lockton denies the accusations and tries to appear loyal to the American cause, claiming he opposes British taxes and oppression. However, Bellingham still orders the soldiers to search the cargo.

Madam Lockton creates a dramatic scene by sitting on her chest and claiming that searching her personal belongings, especially her linens, would be improper and disrespectful. The soldiers become embarrassed, and Bellingham finally allows the chest to be sent to the carriage without inspection.

During this tense moment, Ruth accidentally laughs. Madam Lockton becomes furious and demands to know who made the sound. Isabel lies and says it was her to protect Ruth. Madam Lockton slaps Isabel hard in front of everyone, humiliating her.

Soon afterward, the Locktons prepare to leave. Ruth is placed in the carriage with the driver. Madam Lockton orders Isabel to go fetch clean water. A slave boy named Curzon, who works for Mr. Bellingham, offers to show Isabel where to go. Lockton agrees and warns Isabel not to waste time.

As the carriage drives away with Ruth smiling and waving, Isabel is left standing on the dock with Curzon, still feeling the pain from Madam Lockton’s slap and realizing how quickly her life has changed.

Five History-Focused Questions

1.What evidence in the passage shows that New York City is preparing for war during the American Revolution?

2 .Why do the soldiers insist on inspecting the Locktons’ cargo when the ship arrives? Which group or committee gives them this authority?

3. Why does Mr. Bellingham suspect that Master Lockton is a Tory (Loyalist)?  What does being a Tory mean during the Revolutionary War?

4. What does Isabel notice about the different types of people living in New York City, and what does this reveal about colonial society?

5. How does Madam Lockton use social rules about “a lady’s belongings” to stop the soldiers from searching her chest? What does this show about class and power in colonial America?


